
Darwin College Music Committee

Minutes of Meeting held 6pm Friday October 14th 2005

Present: Dustin Frazier (dmf30), Alan Blackwell (afb21), Giselle Walker (gw265), Semen Trygubenko
(sat39), David MacKay (djcm1)
Apologies: Sarah Milne (sam99), Louis-Philippe Romer (lpmr2), Charlotte Rusby (charlotte.rusby [at]
cantab.net)

New members. The committee welcomed Dustin Frazier. Giselle, David, and Louis Kelly collected names
of about 12 other people interested in music, performing, and/or organizing at the freshers’ fair.

Choir. The new arrangement in which the Orlando Singers are Darwin’s ‘choir in residence’ is going well.
Rehearsals take place on Thursday evenings. The choir will start a new programme of music on 3
November 2005 and people interested in joining the choir will be welcome to come along to the rehearsal
then. Darwin College members who join the choir have their Orlando singers subscription waived, and
the singers have the use of the dining hall for free.

When music needs to be purchased, if a Darwin member of the choir does not want to keep the music,
the College Music Committee will buy the music and put it in the library. A Darwin member wanting
to exercise this option should keep the receipt when buying the music.

The porters have been very helpful with the provision of wheelchair access to the dining hall during
rehearsals.

Rock bands. There has been no recent rock band activity. It is understood that some of the equipment in
the cellar may have been damaged by flooding. Semen will organize a check of the inventory.

Webpages. Alan will review the music society webpage, with input from Semen. Cambridge Bands website:
Semen reported a new website to help rock bands to network in Cambridge. We’ll include a link to this
site in the updated music webpage.

Concerts. The choir is planning a concert of 20th century music towards Christmas. They will present an
informal concert for the college on Thursday 1st December.

Dustin offered to lead the organization of a Cabaret on Saturday 26th November at 8.30pm. David
and Alan will assist. Dustin will email music@dar to solicit volunteers.

Tickets. Giselle offered to organize the lottery of Endellion concert tickets, which the Bursar had bought,
and to look into the possibility of renewing a subscription to Kettle’s Yard concerts. Post-meeting,
Charlotte Rusby also offered to continue serving this role.

Pianos. Giselle will check with Frank, the choir’s pianist, whether the grand piano is satisfactory at present.
David will arrange tuning on about 21st November.

DCSA budget application. None of the 2004–5 budget allocated by the DCSA was spent by the music
society. Semen offered to submit a budget to the DCSA for the purchase of a mixer (Europower BMH
2000, £175.00), and for the replacement of any equipment damaged in the cellar. Martin Rohrmeier
will be encouraged to purchase some sheet music for pianists, as was suggested last year. If Martin
could contact Semen quickly with an estimated or actual cost, then this could be included in the DCSA
budget application too.

Music library. David will ask the student librarian whether the music collection can be housed in a corner
of the library.

Practice venues. There have been reports of complaints about the sound of practising musicians. The
committee affirmed its support for musical activity in college, and agreed to suggest that, to minimize
disruption, the supervision rooms, reading room, and fellows study should not normally be used as
practice rooms, and the following five rooms should be used for music practice: Dining Hall, Old
Library, Seminar room above the Old Library, Room on the 1st floor of Number 1 Newnham Terrace,
and Common Room. This suggestion will be passed to the College Council and to the porters.


